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2. Citations and explanations 

The claimed invention relates to a method and a device for 
reducing the power consumption of an electronic label. 
According to the invention the label comprises control means 
for supplying a transmitter capacitor with power from a charge 
pump after a signal intended for said label has been received. 

The following documents were cited in the Search Report: 
Dl : US 5689239 A 
D2 : US 5723854 A 
D3 : US 5544041 A 

The International Preliminary Examination Report is 
established on the original claims. 

Dl discloses an electronic label comprising means for 
extracting power from an interrogation field and charge pump 
means for derivation of a higher programming voltage. 

D2 discloses an electronic label comprising a voltage- 
increasing booster for power supply to a memory device. 

D3 discloses a system for reducing the power consumption of a 
price display terminal comprising switching the terminal from 
a standby mode into an enable mode by means of a transmitted 
start signal. 

However, the solution according to the claimed invention, 
especially the selective connection of a charge pump means to 
a transmitter capacitor by means of a received signal, is not 
known from the cited documents D1-D3 and is not considered to 
be obvious to a person skilled in the art. 

... / ... 
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Continuation of: V 

Therefore, the invention claimed in claims 1-6 is considered 
to be novel (N) , to involve an inventive step (IS) and also to 
have industrial applicability (IA) . 
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Amended claims were filed 10-12-1999. The amendments must be 
regarded to go beyond the disclosure in the application as 
filed (Article 34 (2) (b) ) . 

In the description it is stated that the charge pump means is 
connected to the transmitter capacitor after a signal intended 
for said label has been received, possibly after control logic 
means in the control means has decided if a reply is needed or 
not. This neither states or implies that '"control means 
determining when it is likely that the label will need to 
transmit" as said in the amended independent claims 1 and 3. 

Therefore, the international preliminary examination report is 
established on the original claims as if the amendments had 
not been made. 
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